
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Church                                               July 9, 2017 
PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND: If you are sick, 
homebound, or in the hospital and would like to receive Holy 
Communion or would like a pastoral visit, please contact 
Deacon John McCormack by leaving a detailed message at 
914-456-6329 or calling the Parish Office at 227-1710.  If you 
prefer, you may email Deacon John at jmac1255@gmail.com. 
 

PRAYER NETWORK: The Prayer Network is a way to have 
prayers requested. Your intentions may be given to Nancy 
Vaughn at 226-4053 to be prayed for by our “vine” of caring 
people.  
 

MUSIC MINISTRY: The Youth Choir practices on Wednes-
days from 6 to 7:00 pm; Adult Choir practices are Wednes-
days from 7:30 to 9:30 pm; Contemporary Ensemble practic-
es are Thursdays from 7 to 9:30 pm. All practices are in the 
church.  For more information, please contact our Music Di-
rector, Nina Ricci, at nina.ricci@saintkaterimusic.org. 
 

PARENT/CHILD CONNECTION: The Parent-Child Connection 
provides a safe playgroup for young children and an oppor-
tunity for adults to share their understanding of early child-
hood issues in an environment that promotes Catholic val-
ues. Please visit our parish website to see a complete sched-
ule. 
 

T.L.C. TRI-PARISH TEEN GROUP: The teen group is a pro-
gram for all the high school students in the parishes of St. 
Denis, St. Columba and Saint Kateri. The program includes 
fun activities such as outings and trips, service activities for 
the parish and greater community, and opportunities to learn 
more about your faith.  
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: New parishioners are always wel-
come.  New Parishioner Forms are available in the church 
narthex, at the Parish Office, or online. If you are a regular 
contributor, please consider becoming a member to ensure 
receipt of a tax statement at each year-end. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY: The Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul is the world’s most distinguished “Friends of the 
Poor”. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul offers assistance to 
those in need. Hotline for those in need: 227-7863. 
 

OUR LADY OF LIFE MINISTRY:  We meet monthly for prayer 
and support of local life needs.  Hotline for those in need: 
Sisters of Life Mission: 212-737-0221 
Birth Right: 1-800-550-4900 
Good Counsel: 1-800-723-8331 

Prayer to Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
     St. Kateri Tekakwitha, favored child and Lily of the Mohawks, I come to seek your 

intercession in my present need: (mention it).  I admire the virtues which adorned your 

soul: love of God and neighbor, humility, obedience, patience, purity and the spirit of 

sacrifice.  Help me to imitate your example in my state of life.  Through the goodness 

and mercy of God, Who has blessed you with so many graces which led you to the true 

faith and to a high degree of holiness, pray to God for me and help me. 

     Obtain for me a very fervent devotion to the Holy Eucharist so that I may love Holy 

Mass as you did and receive Holy Communion as often as I can.  Teach me also to be 

devoted to my crucified Savior as you were, that I may cheerfully bear my daily crosses 

for love of Him Who suffered so much for love of me.  Most of all, I beg you to pray 

for me that I may avoid sin, lead a holy life and save my soul.  Amen. 

DIRECTORY OF  ACTIVITIES  

Adopt-A-Night (feeding homeless) ............ lacolla@optimum.net - Vivian LaColla  
Adult Faith Form/Bible Study ..................... 223-3658 --------------------- Julie Borges 
Altar Linens .................................................. 227-2807 -------------- Geraldine Natale 
Altar Rosary Society .................................... 454-1840 ------------------- Betty Perrino 
Altar Servers ................................................ 227-1710 -------------------- Parish Office 
Baking........................................................... 221-2741 ----------------- Lorraine Travia 
Baptismal Program ...................................... 226-8987 --------------------- Deacon Bob 
Bereavement Grp...221-2741..bktbereavement@optonline.net - Lorraine Travia 
Blood Drives................................................. 590-1601 ------------------- Dusty Maiolo 
Chapel/Church Cleaners ............................. 223-5650 -------------------------------------   
Church Decorators ...................................... 227-1529 ------------------- Cathy Varano 
Cursillo ......................................................... 226-5207 ------------------- Tony Martino 
Ecumenical Group ....................................... 223-3658 -------------------- Dave Borges 
Eucharistic Adoration .................................. 223-3658 -------------------- Dave Borges 
Eucharistic Ministers ................................... 914-456-6329 -- Dcn John McCormack 
Faith Formation/Family Catechesis…….… 227-1710 x3 ------------------- Heidi Reale 
Fund Raising ………………………………………….677-6496-----------------Anthony Cirone 
Gardening/Landscaping .............................. 223-5999-------------Dennis  Rosenfeld 
Hospital/Homebound Visits ....................... 914-456-6329 -- Dcn John McCormack 
Hospitality .................................................... 677-6496 ------------------Andrea Cirone 
Kateri Can Cook………………………………………223-5951 ----------------- Ellen Newhard 
Knights of Columbus..914-760-1744..kmhudson3@gmail.com-Keith McCartney 
Lectors…………………………………………………...914-456-6329--Dcn John McCormack 
Silver Linings Leisure Club  ………………mlbiasotti2000@aol.com-----Mary Biasotti 
Liturgical Minister Schedule ....................... 227-1710 ------------------- Denise Casey 
Joyful Noise………. …………………………………..227-1710  --------------------- Heidi Reale 
Junior High Club .......................................... 227-8382---------Larry Ryan/ St. Denis  
Marriage Encounter .................................... 223-5661 ---------------- Anne Anderson 
Men’s Group ................................................ 223-3658 -------------------- Dave Borges 
Music Ministry/Youth Choir………..nina.ricci@saintkaterimusic.org ---- Nina Ricci 
Pancake Breakfast  ...................................... 223-5951----Robert & Ellen Newhard 
Parent-Child Connect…...meganzupan@yahoo.com-------------------Megan Zupan 
Parish Activities ……………………………………..221-0076 -------------- Ed & Laura Leahy 
Parish Council………………………………………...227-1948 -------------- Noe Ramon Ilano 
Prayer Shawl Ministry ................................. 226-8987 --------------------- Judy Horton 
Prayer Network ........................................... 226-4053 ------------------Nancy Vaughn 
R.C.I.A./R.C.I.T…….227-1710…….saintkateriparish.com/rcia------Msgr. Desmond 
 Respect Life……sktforlife@optonline.net ------------------------Andrew Humphreys 
Spirit Wind Prayer Group………………………  440-3519 --------------------- Pat Mackey 
Spiritual Life ................................................. 227-1710 ---------------- Msgr. Desmond 
St. Vincent de Paul ...................................... 227-7863 ------------------ Joyce Pfirman 
Support for Military Families...................... 635-3623 --------- John & Ruth Recchia 
TLC Teen Group...914-708-7331...dpbell@optonline.net---- Dave and Kathy Bell 
Teen Music Ministry………………………..nina.ricci@saintkaterimusic.org-Nina Ricci 
Ushers/Greeters .......................................... 677-6496 ---------------- Anthony Cirone 
Vacation Bible School ................................. 226-8987 --------------------- Judy Horton 
Widows & Widowers Club  ......................... 223-3097 ------------------------ -Joan Lee 



THE POWER OF PRAYER 
     If you would like to have your name, 
or know someone who has given permis-
sion to have their name, added to the 
prayer list, call Nancy Vaughn, 226-4053. 

Please pray for those who are ill:  
Janet Abel, Julie Borges, Denee DeVizio, 

Rosemary England, William Grafer, 
Jeffrey Hynard, Dariana Jamison,  

Kate Madigan, Keith Maddock, Patricia 
and Kenneth McCabe, Jessica Nenni,   

Timothy Tallo, Antonia Tenuta,  
Chris Walther 

Please pray for our parishioners  
serving in the military: 

 Mark Baaden, Jamie Babon,  
Michael Baibagallo, Matthew Donnellan, 

Cory J. Espejo, Timothy Fay, Thomas 
Finn, Brandon Gonzalez, Matthew How-
ard, Kenneth Jablecki, Zachery Kirchner, 
Justin Merritt, Joseph D. Nani, Vincent 
Nichtern, John Reale IV, Sean Suppo, 

James Tindall, Matthew Walsh 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK  
Monday----- July 10 
9:00 am         For All Parishioners 
Tuesday------July 11  St. Benedict 
9:00am        Joan Luna 
                       By family 
Wednesday-July 12 
9:00 am         John Bauer 
                   By John & Cathy Reale 
Thursday-----July 13  St. Henry 
9:00 am         Thomas Lawler 
                       By Maureen 
Friday-------- June 14   St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
9:00 am         Thomas Pastore 
                       By Mary Porcaro 
Saturday---- July 15   St. Bonaventure 
9:00 am        Eileen K. Mason 
                      By the Baker Family 
5:00 pm       Catherine Power 
                      By Suzanne  
Sunday-------July 16 
9:00 am        John Sanseverino 
                      By family 
10:30 am      James Nani 
                      By Betty Perrino 
12:15 pm     Roland Tannini 
                      By Krystina Speziale 
5:30 pm       William J. McMahon 
                      By the Religious Ed. Program 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
Monday------July 10 
7:30 pm         Adoration  Chapel 
7:30 pm         Confessions   Chapel 
Tuesday------July 11 
7:00 pm        Spirit Wind Prayer Grp. Chapel 
Wednesday -July 12 
After 9am Mass   Confessions  Chapel 
9:45 am         Senior Stretch Class 
                        Church Meeting Room  
Thursday-----July 13 
7:00 pm        Adult Bible Study 
                       F.F. Building: St. Patrick 
Saturday-----July 15  
4:00 pm        Confessions   Chapel 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Church 

Mass Lector  Eucharistic Ministers  Altar Servers  

Saturday  
 5 pm - Msgr. Desmond    

John Meenagh Jean Bartoes, Andrea Cirone, Anthony 
Cirone, Bonita Meenagh, Ruth Recchia 

Rebecca Campos, Madeline 
Murnin, Brian Sayah 

  9 am - Fr. MacDonald Anne Whitton 
Rosemary Archer, William DeSomma,  

Peter Reale, Christine Ryan, TBD 
Kayla Outman, Matthew 

Whitton, Nadia Zerafa 

10:30 am - Msgr. Desmond Jeff Lydic 
Placidus Aguwa, Barbara Kierstead, Kurtis 

Kotes, Jody Lydic, TBD 
Jozef Gjidoda, Anthony Testa, 

TBD 

12:15 pm - Fr. MacDonald Dianne Chambers 
Dianne Chambers, Judy Horton, 
 Patricia Lyons, Roseann Schillaci 

Frankie Byrne, Maggie Byrne, 
Evan Chietro 

5:30 pm - Msgr. Desmond Norman Dauerer 
Lisa Coniglio, Maura Lee-Byrne,  

TBD, TBD, TBD 
Michael Angley, Ethan  
Coniglio, Grace Walker 

Marriage Banns 
III Jaclyn Celeste & Francesco Quaranta 

ST. KATERI BIBLE STUDY 
     The St. Kateri Bible Study meets every 
Thursday, 7-9 pm, in the Faith Formation 
Building.  Classes will resume July 13th.   
When we resume, Julie will give a presen-
tation on the Tamid, the daily sacrifice at 
the Temple. Then we will be studying the 
Acts of the Apostles. Call Julie at 223-3658. 

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS 
     Low gluten hosts are available for 
Communion at all Masses on Msgr.'s line. 

PARISH INCOME REPORT 
Last week's in-pew collection: not available 

Last year's in-pew: $9,055.00  

     Fourteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time 

  Join us at 9 am Daily Mass 

2018 MASS BOOK 
     The 2018 Mass Book is opened  for Mass 
intentions. 

JULY 16, 2017 LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

PARISH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS  
Monday-Wednesday 9:30 am-3:30 pm 

Thursday & Friday 9 am-1 pm 
Starting June 26th 



TLC + TEENS LOVING CHRIST + TLC     
    The tri-parish Youth Group, which will resume in Septem-
ber, meets after the 5:30 pm Mass at St. Kateri from 6:30 - 8 
pm in the Church Meeting Room.   
     All high school teens are welcome. For +TLC+ news and 
forms, visit saintkateriparish.com/tlc-teen-group. 
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LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC MEDIA CDS 
    Order CD's at saintkateriparish.com.  

Call Dusty Maiolo for more info at 845-590-1601. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Re-Registration 

     Re-registration for current families for the 2017-2018 
school year is  in progress. Information regarding registration 
can be found at saintkateriparish.com.  Note that all current 
families can re-register on line during the summer. We will 
continue to process online registration over the break. 
     Registration for άnew familiesέ will resume on August 21st; 
10 am - 4 pm (Monday-Thursday). Families must be regis-
tered with the Parish Office. Please bring Baptismal Certifi-
cate and any prior Faith Formation records to the Religious Ed 
Office; these are needed to begin class registration. Please 
call the office if you have any questions; 227-1710 x 3 

 Reminder 
     Christian Service Project Forms, for 2017-2018, have been 
handed out to all students going into the 8th grade. Summer 
time is a great time to complete these hours (forms may also 
be found on our web page).   

8th Grade Students preparing for Confirmation 
     Please submit ALL FORMS to the Parish office while our 
Religious Education Office is closed. 

άSummerέ Office Hours                      
     Our office is officially closed, we will re-open in August. 
Phone and email messages will be checked once a week. 

Have a Blessed and Relaxing Summer Vacation! 

8TH GRADE FAITH FORMATION STUDENTS  
     Earn your Christian service hours. Please e-mail Mrs. Wen-
dy Young at service10hours@aol.com 

 A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR: FORMED 
      Formed resources for July include: the program Opening 
the Word, Ordinary Time Weeks 10-21, Year A, the book 
Awakening, the audio, Brother Francis, and the movie, 
JoyToons. More resources are available. Have free access 
to video programs, movies, audio talks, electronic books, and 
downloadable workbooks on devices with internet connec-
tion. Register at formed.org and enter code: ZHXWPZ. 

  MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT MINISTRY   
      We are married and engaged couples who come together 
to learn, share and encourage each other as we live this sac-
rament. Come join us for fun, food and fellowship on the 
second Saturday of every month, 7-9 pm,  in the Church 
Meeting Room. Upcoming events: July/Aug:  We are off for 
the summer months, Sept 9th: Beloved video series, via 
Formed.org.  Visit saintkateriparish.com/covenantoflove  

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS)  
     Non-Catholic adults interested in learning about our Cath-
olic faith and Catholic adults who need the sacraments of 
Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation or Eucharist) are welcome 
to attend our free sessions. They take place on Thursday eve-
nings, 7-9 pm, beginning immediately prior to Labor Day and 
culminating at the Easter Vigil, March 31st, 2018. Because 
this coming Easter is early, please sign up before classes 
begin. People have been signing up after classes have start-
ed. Call the Parish Office for information and to register.   
 

RCIA FOR TEENS  
     We have had an increasing number of high school students 
coming to us to learn about our faith who have no, or limited, 
prior religious education. We will be conducting a two year 
program to give ninth, tenth or eleventh graders a back-
ground in the faith and the opportunity to receive sacraments 
they may have missed. We already have several signed up for 
next year. If you are, or know of such a student, contact Heidi 
Reale or Msgr. Desmond at 227-1710.  

MEETING SPACE CALENDAR 
     Due to the many groups and organizations that have been 
formed in the parish, we recognize the need for having an 
organized policy for booking the Church, Chapel, Church 
Meeting Room, and the meeting rooms/classrooms in the 
Faith Formation Building. Priority has to be given to sacra-
mental and liturgical events and the needs of our Faith For-
mation program. We will have completed the calendar for 
these events by June 15th of every year. Other groups and 
organizations who want to book space should submit their 
requests, in writing, to the Parish Office by June 29th but not 
before June 15th. Please specify the date needed, time need-
ed and the number of people expected; be sure to include an 
email address or phone number. You will be contacted only if 
your request cannot be fulfilled. Use of the Church Meeting 
Room will require the pastor's approval. The form to request 
use of the meeting room is on our parish website and it is 
also available at the Parish Office. Meeting room procedures 
have been prepared and are posted in the meeting room and 
on the parish website. 
     The booking calendar will be based on a school year: Sep-
tember 1st to June 30th. These requests will then be fulfilled in 
the order they were submitted. The Faith Formation class-
rooms all accommodate 20-25 people. Coffee machines are 
available to those groups who wish to offer it, but the group 
is responsible for supplying the items needed, the set-up and 
the clean-up. Since there is a significant demand for the 
Church Meeting Room, we are asking that groups of 20 or 
less book the rooms in the Faith Formation building. Groups 
over 20 can request the Church Meeting Room. Please indi-
cate if you also need to use the Kitchen. Because of the de-
mand of that room by parish groups, any consideration for 
private groups or non-parish groups will be limited. 
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TRI -PARISH NEWS:  
 ST. COLUMBA,  ST. DENIS,  ST. KATERI TEKAKWITH A 

THE SILVER LININGS LEISURE CLUB ACTIVITIES 
     Our Senior Stretch Class will continue each Wednesday morning, 9:45-10:30am in the Church Meeting Room until mid-August. 
All seniors are welcome to this free session. Bring water and light weights if you have them. 
     For information, contact Mary Biasotti, mlbiasotti2000@aol.com or 297-9310. It's easy to join, and we have lots of fun. 

 ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS 
    Thank you for your prayers. If you need assistance or want to be a member, call 227-7863. This week the pantry  needs: flavored 
instant oatmeal, mustard and paper towels. The next meeting is Wednesday, September 13th at 7 pm, Rm 11, St. Denis-St. Colum-
ba School. 

CAMP VERITAS 
     Camp Veritas is a one-week play-and-pray sleep away 
summer camp for teens going into 7th to 12th grades: July 16th

-22nd at Mt. St. Mary College in Newburgh, NY, July 23rd-29th 
at Summit Lake Camp in Emmitsburg, MD and August 13th-
19th at Camp Lakota in Wurtsboro, NY. Price for each week is 
$450 per camper. Volunteers (must be over 18 years old) are 
needed and free! Visit campveritas.com for details. 

SEPARATED AND DIVORCED SUPPORT GROUP 
     A Separated and Divorced Support Group meets 7-8:30 
pm at Mt. Alvernia, 158 Delavergne Ave, Wappingers Falls. 
Our purpose is to bring hope and healing to those who have 
gone through divorce years ago, and to those currently going 
through separation or divorce. While this is a Catholic, God-
centered endeavor, we welcome members of all faiths. 
Meetings are on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Call Cathy, 845-
849-2784. 

2017 SUMMER JOY BIBLE SCHOOL 
     The Joy Program, open to children ages 4 - 9, is a fun filled 
summer program consisting of Bible instruction, arts and 
crafts, recreation and a mid-morning snack. The program is 
conducted by Deacon John Reilly, assisted by parish volun-
teers. The program is Monday, July 10th - Friday, July 14th 
from 9 am-12 Noon at St. Denis-St. Columba School. The cost 
is $20 per child. T-shirts can be ordered for $8 for youth sizes 
and $10 for adult sizes. Specify color (red, blue, green, gold, 
purple, maroon, and orange), size and quantity.  Register and 
order t-shirts by completing the form at the online church 
website or in the rectory and return with a check made paya-
ble to St. Columba Church, and mail to: St. Columba Church, 
ATTN: Deacon John Reilly, PO Box 428, Hopewell Junction, NY 
12533.  All classes will be limited to 20-25 students. Regis-
tration is open to St. Columba parishioners first. If space is 
available, non parishioners are welcome to register. 

ADOPT- A- NIGHT    
St. Kateri Tekakwitha is committed to feeding up to 60-80 
adult guests at Hillcrest House & Webster House (formerly 
DCCH) located at 28 Snow Terrace, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. 
Webster House is an emergency overnight shelter for 
residents of Dutchess County, open every night of the year. 
Volunteers provide meals each night; St. Kateri Tekakwitha is 
responsible for the third Saturday of every month. 
   Vivian LaColla is the contact person for the parish. Parish-
ioners are asked to volunteer as COORDINATOR for a specific 
date. The COORDINATOR: 1) decides on the menu (which m 
ay include; salad/dressing, bread/butter, entree, and dessert); 
and 2) seek out additional volunteers to provide part of the 
meal and/or to serve the food at the shelter. The more volun-
teers there are, the less servings one person will have to pro-
vide. For instance, if the menu calls for chicken - fourdifferent 
volunteers can provide chicken for just 15-20 people rather 
than 80. άMany hands make light work.έ All food preparation 
is done at home, not on church or shelter premises. 
   All volunteers will meet at St. KateriΩs parking lot to load up 
the cars of the server volunteers. Servers should arrive at the 
shelter by 6:30-6:45pm. Food is unloaded into the kitchen 
area. Food is pre-plated and served as guests arrive. Plates, 
utensils, and drinks are provided by the shelter. After all 
guests are served, leftover food is wrapped and placed in the 
refrigerator. Volunteers are free to leave. 
   The following dates do NOT have COORDINATORS. Please 
consider volunteering for this worthwhile ministry. THANK 
YOU TO THE COUNTLESS VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE OFFERED 
SO MUCH OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS! JULY 15, 2017, 
AUGUST 19, 2017, OCTOBER 21, 2017, DECEMBER 16, 2017, 
FEBRUARY 17, 2018, APRIL 21, 2018, MAY 19, 2018, JUNE 
16, 2018. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
  On Friday July 21st Catholic Charities Community Services, 
Poughkeepsie, is providing a Community Legal Clinic for 
Dutchess County immigrants and we need your help!  You 
will meet with prospective clients, gather information about 
their journey to the United States, their life histories, and 
work with Catholic Charities attorneys to inform immigrants 
about their rights and legal options.  We are in need of Bi-
lingual Spanish speakers who will be trained to assist that 
day. Two shifts are available 9:00am - 1:30pm and 1:00pm - 
5:30pm. Sign up for one shift or both! To register as a volun-
teer, or for more information, please visit  http://
www.catholiccharitiesnyvolunteer.org/NEW! or email CCvol-
unteer@archny.org with the subject line Catholic Charities 
Community Services – Legal Clinic Volunteer. 

http://www.catholiccharitiesnyvolunteer.org/NEW!
http://www.catholiccharitiesnyvolunteer.org/NEW!
javascript:parent.wgMail.openComposeWindow('CCvolunteer@archny.org')
javascript:parent.wgMail.openComposeWindow('CCvolunteer@archny.org')
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CATHOLIC COUNSELOR AVAILABLE 
      Roger Szafranski LMSW, is an experienced clinical social 
worker who has worked with children, adolescents, adults 
and families in both clinical and school settings. Roger has 
offered to meet with any of our parishioners who may be 
having difficulties dealing with personal, family or profes-
sional issues which may be causing stress, anxiety, and/or 
depression that may be impacting your life, marriage and/or 
relationships. You can meet privately with Roger here at the 
church, and confidentiality will be assured. Roger is offering 
his services free of charge and in complete confidence. Con-
tact Roger at roger57@frontiernet.net or 845-416-8993. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NY    
     CATHOLIC SCHOOL CORNER:  The seeds of a Catholic edu-
cation are planted by both our parish communities and our 
families. By establishing strong academic and spiritual roots, 
Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of New York are putting 
students on a path that allows them to grow in faith and 
knowledge as they achieve their full potential. As the school 
year comes to a close, we would like to thank you for your 
support of Catholic education in our region. Our schools are 
vibrant, safe, nurturing dwellings. Seats are still available in 
most grades. Our schools are on summer schedule but we are 
available to meet with you to discuss enrollment. Please call 
646-794-2885 to schedule a tour or appointment or visit  Ap-
plyCatholicSchoolsNY.org to apply today. Thank you and have 
a restful and blessed summer.  

                                    SAINT KATERI TEKAKWITHA 
                                   JULY 14TH (1656-1680) 

   The blood of martyrs is the seed of saints.  Nine years after the Jesuits Isaac Jogues and John de 
Brebeuf (October 19) were tomahawked by Iroquois warriors, a baby girl was born near the place of 
their martyrdom, Auriesville, New York.   Her mother was a Christian Algonquin, taken captive by 
the Iroquois and given as wife to the chief of the Mohawk clan, the boldest and fiercest of the Five 
Nations.  When she was four, Kateri lost her parents and little brother in a smallpox epidemic that 
left her disfigured and half blind.  She was adopted by an uncle, who succeeded her father as chief.  
He hated the coming of the Blackrobes (Jesuit missionaries), but could do nothing to them because 
a peace treaty with the French required their presence in villages with Christian captives.  She was 
moved by the words of three Blackrobes who lodged with her uncle, but fear of him kept her from seeking instruction.  
She refused to marry a Mohawk brave and at 19 finally got the courage to take the step of converting.  She was baptized 
with the name Kateri (Catherine) on Easter Sunday. 
  Now she would be treated as a slave.  Because she would not work on Sunday, she received no food that day.  Her life in 
grace grew rapidly.  She told a missionary that she often meditated on the great dignity of being baptized.  She was pow-
erfully moved by God's love for human beings and saw the dignity of each of her people. 
  She was always in danger, for her conversion and holy life created great opposition.   On the advice of a priest, she stole 
away one night and began a 200-mile walking journey to a Christian Indian village at Sault St. Louis, near Montreal. 
  For three years she grew in holiness under the direction of a priest and an older Iroquois women, giving herself totally 
to God in long hours of prayer, in charity and in strenuous penance.  At 23 she took a vow of virginity, an unprecedented 
act for an Indian women, whose future depended on being married.  She found a place in the woods where she could 
pray an hour a day- and was accused of meeting a man there.  She humbly accepted an "ordinary"  life.  She practiced 
extremely sever fasting as penance for the conversion of her nation.  Kateri died the afternoon before Holy Thursday.  
Witnesses said that her emaciated face changed color and became like that of a healthy child.  The line of suffering, even 
the pockmarks, disappeared and the touch of a smile came upon her lips.  She was beatified in 1980 and canonized in 
2012. 
   Kateri said: " I am not my own; I have given myself to Jesus.  He must be my only love.  The state of helpless poverty 
that may befall me if I do not marry does not frighten me.  All I need is a little food and a few pieces of clothing.  With the 
work of my hands I shall always earn what is necessary and what is left over I'll give to my relative and to the poor.  If I 
should become sick and unable to work, then I shall be like the Lord on the cross.  He will have mercy on me and help me, I 
am sure." 


